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I, Twessatontans, v. 9.—For 
God hath not appointed us to wrath, 
but to obtain salvation by our Lord 
Jesus Christ. 


In his various epistles to the 
churches, the apostle Paul charita- 
bly takes it for granted, that they 
were, what they professed and ap- 
peared to be, real Christians, true 


believers in Christ. He does not 
hesitate to address them as saints, as 
holy and beloved, as chosen of God 
and partakers of the heavenly call- 
ing. And thus, without pretending 
to know the heart, which it is the 
prerogative of God to search, we 
shall ever be led, by that charity 
which hopeth all things, to esteem 
and address those, who profess to 
know Christ, and walk in any good 
measure according to their profes- 
sion. 

In the verses preceding our text, 
the apostle makes a distinction be- 
tween his Thessalonian brethren, 
together with himself, and impeni- 
tent, unbelieving sinners: ‘‘ Ye are 
all the children of light, and the 
children of the day: we are not of 
the night, nor of darkness. There- 
fore, let us not sleep as do others ; 
but let us watch and be sober.— 
For they that sieep, sleep in the 
night, and they that be drunken 
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are drunken in the night. But let 
us who are of the day, be sober, 
putting on the breastplate of faith 
and love, and for an helmet the 
hope of salvation.” To which he 
adds, in the words of the text— 
‘‘ For God hath not appointed us to 
wrath, but to obtain salvation by 
our Lord Jesus Christ.” 

These words comprise much in a 
small compass. They present the 
following truths, which I purpose 
to consider in their order : 

I. That God hath not appointed 
believers to wrath. 

Il. That He hath appointed them 
to obtain salvation. And, 

III. That He hath appointed them 
to obtain this, by our Lord Jesus 
Christ. 

I. God hath not appointed be- 
lievers to wrath. 

The plain meaning of this propo- 
sition is, that Ged has not deter- 
mined, or decreed, that believers 
shall be lost, or made miserable 
forever. ‘To appoint, is the same 
as to determine, purpose, decree, 
or ordain. Wrath, as attributed to 
God, means his holy hatred of sin, 
and disposition to punish sinners 
according to their deserts. Those 
of mankind, who shall, hereafter, 
be subjects of divine wrath, will be 
punished with everlasting destruc- 
tion from the presence of the Lord, 
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and from the glory of his power. 
For God to appoint any of mankind 
to wrath, is the same as to deter- 
mine, in the eternal counsel of his 
will, that they shall, hereafter, be 
treated according to their deserts, 
and be the subjects of his punish- 
ing justice forever. But, whoever 
of our fallen race, may be thus ap- 
pointed to wrath, true believers are 
not ofthe number. For, 

‘irst. If believers were appoint- 
ed to wrath, they would certainly 
be lost. The decrees of God are 
unfrustrable. He will never see 
any reason to change his eternal 
purposes; and He will ever have a 
right and ever be able to carry them 
into effect. Weare accordingly told 
that ‘ the counsel of the Lord shall 
stand.’ If believers were appoint- 
ed to wrath, their everlasting pun- 
ishment would be as certain, as the 
immutability of God. But, 


Secondly. We are assured, in 
the scriptures of truth, that all be- 
lievers shall be saved. 


“ He that 
believeth—shall be saved. He that 
believeth on me (Christ) hath ever- 
lasting life. Believe on the Lord 
Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be 
saved.” 
God will be carried into effect, and 
at the same time, there is evidence 
that believers will be saved ; it is 
certain that they were not appoint- 
ed to wrath. 

if. As God has not appointed be- 
lievers to wrath; so He has ap- 
pointed them to obtain salvation. 

First. This follows as a direct 
consequence of his not appointing 
them to wrath. When, in eterni- 
ty, God determined to create man- 
kind, He could not have felt in- 
different respecting their character 
and eternal destiny. It would be 
reproachful both to his wisdom and 
goodness, to suppose that He had 
no choice concerning their holiness 
or sinfulness, their happiness or 
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misery. As He must have viewed 
it as desirable in itself, that every 
soul of man should be holy and hap- 
py forever; so He must have had 
a preference, all things considered, 
whether each individual should be 
a vessel of mercy, or a vessel of 
wrath. And, as it appeared to his 
infinite mind, wisest and best on 
the whole, so He must have deter- 
mined what should be the eternal 
state of every individual oi the hu- 
man race. As, therefore, all man- 
kind will be either saved or lost, we 
may justly infer from God’s not ap- 
pointing believers to wrath, that he 
has appointed them to salvation. 

Secondly. The same is evident 
from what God has done for believ- 
ers. He has not only provided a 
Saviour for them, as He has for all 
mankind, and made them offers of 
salvation, as He has all who hear the 
gospel; but He has, moreover, re- 
newed their hearts by the Holy Spir- 
it, drawn them to Christ and caused 
them truly to believe on his name. 
“ Faith is the gift of God—wrought 
by the exceeding greatness of his 
power.” Faith in Christ, though 
it merits nothing, yet prepares men 
for salvation. But why does God 
prepare some of mankind for sal- 
vation, unless it is his design 
to save them! Does He do any 
thing in vain? Does He ever re- 
pent of his gifts and callings? Does 
He ever begin the good work of 
faith and sanctification in any, with- 
out carrying it on until the day of 
Jesus Christ? But, if God intends 
to save believers, at the time when 
He works faith in their hearts by 
the special influences of his Spirit ; 
then He always intended to save 
them ; for He is in one mind, and 
known unto Him are all his works 
from the beginning. Accordingly, 
it may be observed, 

Thirdiy. 'That the inspired wri- 
ters, in numerous passages besides 
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our text, represent believers as ap- 
pointed to salvation. The Evan- 
gelists inform us, that it was com- 
mon for our Lord to call believers 
his sheep, whom the Father had 
given him, and to speak of them as 
the elect. In the Acts we are in- 
formed, that when Paul and Barna- 
bas preached the gospel in the city 
of Antioch in Pisidia, “ As many 
as were ordained to eternal life, 
believed.” It is not intimated here, 
or in any other place in scripture, 
that more believed, than were or- 
dained to eternal life; but the con- 
trary is plainly implied. In the 
eighth chapter of the epistle to the 
Romans, we read, “ Whom He 
(God) did predestinate, them He al- 
so called (regenerated, and brought 
to the exercise of faith in Christ ;) 
and whom He called, them He also 
justified ; and whom He justified, 
them He also glorified.” In this 


passage, the apostle teaches, that 
all, who ever become believers in 
Christ, were predestinated to eter- 


nal life, and will obtain immortal 
glory. 
the same epistle, speaking of the 
Jewish nation, who generally re- 
jected Christ, the apostle says, 
‘There is a remnant, according to 
the election of grace,” evidently 
meaning by the remnant, the few, 
who cordially received the Saviour. 
In writing to the saints and faith- 
ful in Christ Jesus, at Ephesus, the 
apostle says, “ Blessed be the God 
and Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, who hath blessed us with 
all spiritual blessings in heavenly 
places in Christ: according as he 
hath chosen us in Him, before the 
foundation of the world, that we 
should be holy, and without blame 
before Him in love; having pre- 
destinated us unto the adoption of 
children by Jesus Christ to him- 
self, according to the good pleasure 
of his will, to the praise of the glo- 
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ry of his grace.” Time would fail 
to quote all the various passages, 
which either expressly assert, or 
plainly imply, that all true believers 
were appointed of God to salvation. 
I shall only add, to those already 
recited, that striking one, in Paul’s 
second epistle to the believers in 
Thessalonica, “ We are bound to 
give thanks alway to God for you, 
brethren, beloved of the Lord, be- 
cause God hath, from the begin- 
ning, chosen you to salvation, 
through sanctification of the spirit 
and beliefof the truth.” This pas- 
sage is too plain to need comment, 
and settles the point, that believ- 
ers in Christ were appointed to ob- 
tain salvation. It remains, 

Ill. To consider the way, in 
which God hath appointed, that be- 
lievers shall obtain salvation, viz 
by our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Upon this part ofour text, it may 
be observed, 

First. ‘That God determined to 
save believers by Jesus Christ, be- 
cause there was no other way in 
which He could consistently and 
honourably save them. If He 
should save them without an ade- 
quate atonement, his justice to Him- 
self and his moral kingdom, would 
be infringed. In the curse, or 
penalty of his law, he had express- 
ed his feelings towards sinners.— 
It was absolutely necessary, there- 
fore, that the honour of the: law 
should be maintained, in order to 
vindicate the divine character.— 
That the honour of the law might 
be maintained, while believing sin- 
ners were saved, it was necessary 
that such an atonement should be 
made, as. would as fully express 
God’s hatred of sin, and wrath 
against sinners, as the condign pun- 
ishment of all transgressors. Such 
an atonement no being in the uni- 
verse, except the Lord Jesus Christ, 
was able to make. Nothing less 
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than the sufferings and death of a 
Divine Person, in our nature, and 
on Our account, could express the 
infinite hatred of God to sin, or his 
infinite wrath against sinners.— 
Christ, and He only, was able, by 
the sacrifice of himself, fully to 
magnify the divime law and make 
it honourable. Without the atone- 
ment of Christ, therefore, God 
could not be just—and yet justify 
believers. Hence Christ is de- 
clared to be ‘the only name under 
heaven, given amongst men, by 
which we can be saved.’ But it 
must be observed, 

Secondly. ‘Vhat God’s purpose to 
save believers by Jesus Christ, im- 
plies, that He designed they should 
be indebted wholly to Christ for 
their salvation. Christ is not mere- 
ly the only name by which they 
‘could be saved ; but their salvation 
is entirely through Him. Christ 
is all in the matter of salvation.— 
Believers deserve nothing on ac- 
count of their faith ; for unbelief is 
a crime, and faith is the reasonable 
service of all who hear the gospel. 
Believers deserve nothing on ac- 
count of their good works ; for they 
perform much fewer than they 
ought; and did they perform all 
that are required, they would still 
be unprofitable servants, having 
done no more than their duty.— 
Believers are, and always will be, 
guilty, ill-deserving creatures.-— 
‘Their pardon, or salavtion, is ever 
entirely through the riches of divine 
grace in Christ Jesus our Lord. 


IMPROVEMENT. 


1. If all believers were appoint- 
ed to obtain salvation; then they 
will all infallibly be saved. God 
will never see any reason to alter 
his eternal appomtments, or pur- 
poses, which were all made in in- 
finite wisdom and goodness. And 
He is. able to carry all his purposes 
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into complete exeeution. He can 
have mercy on whom He will 
have mercy. He can bow the 
most rebellious will, and cleanse 
the most polluted heart. And He 
is able to keep believers, by his 
mighty power, threwzh faith, unto 
salvation. They must persevere 
in faith and holiness, in order to be 
saved; for they that draw back, 
draw back unto perdition. But, 
He, who hath begun a good work 
of grace in believers, can, and will, 
perform it, until the day of Jesus 
Christ. 

2. If God appointed believers to 
salvation ; then he appointed all 
the rest of mankind to wrath. ‘This 
is implied in the very words of our 
text, ‘God hath not appoimted us 
to wrath,” intimating that He had 
so appointed others. That those, 
who continue to disbelieve and re- 
ject Chrtst, during life, were not 
appointed to ebtain salvation, is 
unquestionable. Had God appoint- 
ed them to salvation, He would 
have fitted them for heaven, through 
sanctification of the Spirit and be- 
lief of the truth. If He had or- 
dained them to eternal life, He 
would have caused them to believe. 
But, if persevering unbelievers 
were not appointed to salvation ; 
then they were appointed to wrath. 
For, as has been observed, God 
could not have been indifferent 
with regard to their salvation: He 
must have had some choice, in 
eternity, respecting the destiny of 
every soulof man. Those, whom 
He did not see it best, on the whole, 
to save, He chose, all things con- 
sidered, should be lost; those, 
whom He did not appoint to salva- 
tion, He appointed to wrath ; those, 
whom He did not eleet, He repro- 
bated. This has been seen and 
acknowledged, not only by Calvin- 
ists, but by Arminians. Election 
and reprobation are inseparably 
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connected : they stand or fall to- 
gether. The doctrine of reproba- 
tion is involved in the doctrine of 
election. No one can believe the 
doctrine of election, without be- 
lieving the doctrine of reprobation ; 
no one can preach the doctrine of 
election, without preaching the 
doctrine of reprobation; and no 
one can be ashamed of the doctrine 
of reprobation, without being a- 
shamed of the doctrine of election, 
on account of which Paul felt him- 
self bound to give thanks to God 
alway. 

3. It appears from what has been 
said, that the salvation of believers 
eriginated in the sovereignty of 
God. They were, in eternity, ap- 
pointed to obtain salvation. It is 


owing to this eternal appointment, 
that they are made believers in time, 
by the special influence of the Holy 
Spirit, that they are caused by di- 
vine power,to persevere in holiness, 
and that they finally obtain salvation 
through our Lord Jesus Christ.— 


Why God appointed some to salva- 
tion, and others to wrath, infinite 
ages before any of mankind had 
existence, who can tell? Who can 
unloose the seal, and open the vol- 
ume of his eternal decrees? No 
man: no angel. The eternal pur- 
pose, which He purposed in Christ 
Jesus, before the world was, is to 
be resolved into divine, unsearcha- 
ble sovereignty. But then, be- 
cause his sovereignty is unsearcha- 
ble, we are not hence to conclude 
that it is arbitrary. His will and 
pleasure are the result of his infi- 
nite wisdom and boundless good- 
ness. He saw it best to, save only 
apart of mankind: He saw it best 
to save those individuals, whom He 
appointed to obtain salvation.— 
Hence our Saviour, when contem- 
plating the divine sovereignty in 
saving some, and destroying others, 
said, “I thank thee, O Father, 
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Lord of heaven and. earth, because 
thou hast hid these things from the 
wise and prudent, and hast revealed 
them unto babes. Even so, Father, 
for so IT SEEMED Goop im thy 
sight.” 

4. It may be inferred from what 
has been said, that all true believ- 
ers may obtain assurance of their 
salvation. If all true believers 
were appointed to obtain § salva- 
tion ; then they will all infallibly be 
saved. If, therefore, believers may 
obtain evidence of their faith, they 
may obtain equal evidence of their 
salvation. And why may they not 
get evidence of their faith? There 
is evidence in the exercises of their 
own minds, compared with the in- 
structions of sacred scripture, that 
they are true believers in Christ.— 
T his evidence is accessible tothem, 
at all times. Hence they are re- 
quired to ‘ search the seriptures— 
to examine, prove and know them- 
selves—to know the things that are 
freely given unto them of God— 
and to make their calling and elec- 
tion sure.’ 

If true believers might fall from 
grace and perish forever, as some 
hold ; then, indeed, it would be 
impossible for them to obtain the 
full assurance of hope, that they 
shall be saved; for there would 
be nothing on which such an as- 
surance could be rationally found- 
ed. Upon this supposition, the sal- 
vation of believers is as uncertain 
as that of unbelievers. But, if it 
be so, why did the apostles and 
primitive Christians speak the lan- 
guage of assurance? And why are 
believers exhorted to give diligence 
to obtain the full assurance of hope 
unto the end? 

5. If it is the appointment of 
God, that believers shall be saved 
by Christ; we may hence learn 
who are true believers. They are 
such as have received Christ, and 
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hope to be saved from wrath only 
through him. Having been con- 
vinced of sin, they have felt the 
need of such a Saviour as the Lord 
Jesus: and having been humbled 
and brought to accept the punish- 
ment of their iniquities, they have 
cordially received Christ, in his 
true character and all his offices, 
renouncing their own righteous- 
ness as meriting no part of their 
salvation. While they are careful 
to maintain good works, they make 
no attempt to obtain justification 
by the deeds of the law. While 
their faith works by love, their 
hope rests on grace. Viewing them- 
selves as the chief of sinners, they 
wonder why God should have mer- 
cy on them. But, while they ad- 
mire, they approve the sovereignty 
of God, in having mercy on whom 
He will have mercy, and hardening 
whom He will. 

6. If believers only were ap- 
pointed to obtain salvation; we 


may hence learn what sinners have 


to do, in order to be saved. It is 
natural for a sinner, when awaken- 
ed, to enquire, like the trembling 
jailor, “‘ What shall I do to be sav- 
ed?” To this question, confessedly 
important and deserving of an an- 
swer, different answers are return- 
ed. But some presume to say, ‘that 
ifa part of mankind were appoint- 
ed to salvation, and therest to wrath, 
then there is no answer whatever 
to be given to the above question. 
There is nothing for sinners to do. 
Ifthey were appointed to salvation, 
they will be saved, let them do what 
they will ; but if they were appoint- 
ed to wrath, they will be lost, let 
them do what they can ? 

This mode of reasoning may be 
plausible; but it is fallacious.— 
Means and ends are connected in 
the divine appointments. God hath 
appointed some to obtain salvation 
by our Lord Jesus Christ, who is 


Sermon. 


JUNE, 


the author of eternal salvation to 
those only who obey him. Those, 
who are chosen to salvation, are 
chosen through sanctification of 
the spirit and belief of the truth.— 
And what God hath purposed to do 
in one way, He will not do in any 
other way. He will not save any, 
who remain impenitent, and con- 
tinue to reject Christ and the truths 
of the gospel. There is something, 
therefore, for sinners to do in order 
to be saved. They must repent 
and believe the gospel. They must 
come to Christ and receive Him as 
the Lord their righteousness. If 
they do not repent, they must per- 
ish: if they do not believe, they 
must be damned. Though sinners, 
under the light of the gospel are un- 
willing to come to Christ ; yet they 
are able, and it is their incumbent 
duty to exercise that holy faith, 
which is the grand condition of sal- 
vation. Without the exercise of 
such faith, no decree of election will 
save them; and in the exercise of 
such faith, no decree of reproba- 
tion will destroy them. When, 
therefore, any teacher, or anyChrist- 
ian, is asked by an awakened sin- 
ner, “ What shall I do be saved ?” 
Let him answer, in the words of the 
apostle to the enquiring jailor, “ Be- 
lieve on the Lord Jesus Christ, and 
thou shalt be saved.”’ 

7. Believers in Christ are in a 
safe state. ‘The unchangeable God 
hath appointed them to obtain sal- 
vation. He hath already begun the 
work of salvation in their hearts 
by making them willing in the day 
of his power, to have Christ to reign 
over them, and giving them the 
love of the truth; and the good 
work which He hath begun, He 
will never relinquish, but carry on 
tothe end. There is, therefore 
no more condemnation to them who 
are in Christ Jesus, who walk not 
after the flesh, but after the spirit 
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They have passed from death unto 
life. Because Christ lives, they 
shall live also. 

8. The condition of unbelieving 
sinners, is dangerous. For aught 
yet appears, they are in the number 
of those who are appointed to wrath. 
At a time, and in a place, where 
few believe on the Lord Jesus, it is 
awiully probable, that unbelieving 
sinners are reprobates. The dan- 
ger is increased, if they have long 
enjoyed, and long resisted the light 
of the gospel. But, if, after having 
been once awakened and convicted, 
they have sunk again into stupidi- 
ty; there is next to a certainty, 
that they will die in their sins.— 
They have sad marks of reproba- 
tion upon them. It is possible, that 
He, who can raise the dead, may 
renew them unto repentance; but 
there is the utmost reason to appre- 
hend, that ‘He will send them 
strong delusion, that they may be- 
lieve a lie, and be damned.’ 

Let believers be exhorted to walk 
worthy the vocation with which 
they are called, in all humility, 
thankfulness, and holy obedience ; 
and thus, by making their calling, 
make their election sure. 


Let unbelievers immediately be- 
lieve with the» heart unto salva- 
tion. This is God's command, and 
your reasonable service. Obey, 
and your souls shall live. Why will 
you longer reject Him, who is alto- 
gether lovely, who is precious to 
saints, and the object of worship to 
the angels? We pray you to come 
unto Him, and have life. ‘“ Behold, 
now is the accepted time ; behold, 
now is the day of salvation.”’ AMEN. 


—— 
For the Hopkinsian Magazine. 
ON THE SUPERIORITY OF MEN TO 
IRRATIONAL ANIMALS. 


“ The proper study of mankind 
isman.” ‘To know our own na- 
ture, powers, and capacities, and to 





understand our connexions, rela- 
tions, and obligations, is highly 
necessary in order to act agreeably 
to our rank in creation and the end 
of our being. Our Creator and 
Lawgiver has adapted all his pre- 
cepts to our powers and capacities. 
He neither requires us to act like 
creatures above us, nor like creat- 
ures below us, but commands us to 
act like men. Whenever, there- 
fore, we disregard his anthority, 
and blindly follow our perverse in- 
elinations, he upbraids us of our 
stupidity, ‘absurdity, and folly, by 
comparing us with inferior creat- 
ures, and reminding us of the dig- 
nity of our nature. He commands 
us “to shew ourselves men, and 
not be as the horse, or as the mule, 
which have no understanding.— 
Psalm xxxii. 9. To enter into this, 
as well as many other divine pre- 
cepts, it is necessary to draw the 
line of distinction between men and 

the lower animals. The above pas- 
sage suggests, that we possess some 
powers and faculties, of which they 
are entirely destitute ; but this does 
not imply, that there is no resem- 
blance between rational and irra- 

tional creatures. Though the horse 

and the mule are said to have no 
understanding, yet we are told, 

‘the stork in the heaven knoweth 

her appomted times; that the tur- 
tle, and the crane, and the swallow 

observe the time of their coming ; 

that the ox knoweth his owner and 

the ass his master’s crib.” These 

are plain intimations, that there is 

some resemblance between men 

and other species of living creat- 

ures. I shall, 

I. Consider wherein men are not 
superior to some irrational creat- 
ures. And, 

II. Consider wherein they are 
superior to all irrational creatures. 
And here I may observe, 

That men are not superior to 
some of the irrational creation, in 


128 


respect to perception. We have 
the power of perceiving all exter- 
nal material objects around us.— 
We can perceive the sun, the earth, 
and all that grows, and lives, and 
moves upon the earth, But we 
have no ground to think, that we 
are superior to some of the irra- 
tional creation in this respect. For 
they have eyes and ears, and every 
organ of sense, by which they can 
see, and hear, and perceive all ex- 
ternal objects around them, and 
with greater acuteness and sensi- 
bility than we can. 

2. We are not superior to them 
im respect to memory, or the power 
of retaining and recollecting those 
ideas which have been derived 
from sensation and reflection. The 
ox remembers his owner and the 
ass his master’s crib. These and 
other animals appear to consider, 
hesitate, and reflect, before they 
move andact. We have ground to 
think, that some of the fowls of the 
air and beasts of the earth can re- 
member places and objects for as 
long a time, and at as great a dis- 
tance from them, as mankind can. 

3. We are not superior to some 
of the animal creation, in respect 
to the power of volition, or a ca- 
pacity of choosing and refusing in 
the view of different objects. They 
choose and refuse, love and hate, 
and exercise both friendly and un- 
friendly affections towards one an- 
other, and towards mankind. They 
have a quick sense of inferiority 
and superiority. The lion reigns 
king in the forest, and makes eve- 
ry creature, man not excepted, 
tremble at his presence and dis- 
pleasure. We find a sublime des- 


cription of the native grandeur of 


the war-horse in the 39th chapter 
of Job. ‘ Hast thou given the horse 
strength? Hast thou clothed his 
neck with thunder’ Canst thou 
make him afraid as a grasshopper ? 
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the glory of his nostrils is terrible 
He paweth in the valley, and re- 
joiceth in his strength: he goeth on 
to meet the armed men. He mock- 
eth at fear, and is not aflrighted; 
neither turneth he back from the 
sword. ‘The quiver rattleth against 
him, the glittering spear and the 
shield. He swalloweth the ground 
with fierceness and rage; neither 
believeth he that it is the sound of 
the trumpet. He saith among the 
trumpets, ha, ha; and smelleth the 
battle afar off, the thunder of the 
captains, and the shouting.” No 
men have stronger sensibilities or 
keener appetites, than some of the 
irrational creation. Having con- 
sidered these points of resemblance 
between man and the various spe- 
cies of creatures below him, I pro- 
ceed, 

Il. To trace out the line of dis- 
tinction, and search for the powers 
and faculties, which are peculiar to 
him, and place him at the head of 
all the irrational creation. I be- 
gin with observing, 

1. That men have the faculty ot 
Reason, which does not belong to 
any of the lower animals. Reason 
is that power of the human mind, 
by which we are capable of com- 
paring and arranging our ideas, and 
of pereeiving their agreement or 
disagreement between each other 
By this faculty, we can prove things 
less evident, by things more evi- 
dent or self-evident. By this fac- 
ulty, astronomers discover the dis- 
tances and magnitudes of the sun 
moon, and planets, and their va- 
rious revolutions and eclipses. By 
this faculty, philosophers discover 
the causes of tides, earthquakes, 
thunder and lightning, winds 
storms, and fruitful showers. By 
this faculty, mechanics erect our 
buildings, prepare our clothing, 
and furnish us with all the imple- 
ments of industry. Ina word, all 
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the arts and sciences originate from 
the use and exercise of reason, 
which is one of the distinguishing 
properties of men, and which raises 
them above all the animal creation. 
It may be justly questioned wheth- 
er any of the animal species pos- 
sess the faculty of reason in the 
least degree. | hough the ant pro- 
videth her meat in summer, and 
gathereth her food in harvest ; yet 
it may be doubted whether she ex- 
ercises the same reason about her 
future wants thagumen do, or knows 
any motive why she exercises care 
and foresight, but. only blind in- 
stinct. It may be questioned 
whether birds exercise any such 
reason in constructing their nests, 
as the mechanic does in construct- 
ing a building ; or know any rea- 
son why they should place their 
materials in such a curious order, 
but their natjve disposition or in- 
clination to do it. Though bees 
construct their cells, so as to con- 
tain the largest quantity in the 
least space, yet there is no ground 
to think that they are governed by 
reason, but,only by instinct. In- 
deed, it is;,much to be doubted 
whether they ever lay down premi- 
ses and draw consequences in any 
of their apparently rational con- 
duct. Whatever appearances of 
reason they may discover in any of 
their actions, may be ascribed to 
certain propensities or association 
of ideas, rather than to reason. 

2. Men have the power of imag- 
ination, or a faculty of forming ab- 
stract ideas, which is a peculiar 
attribute of rationality. After we 
have received the idea of a man 
and the idea of a horse, we are ca- 
pable of abstracting the idea ofa 
particular man and of a particular 
horse, and forming the idea of a 
centaur, or such a creature as a 
certain people supposed they saw, 
wher they first beheld an army of 
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horsemen. They took the man 
and the horse to be one animal, or 
what is called acentaur. After we 
have received the idea of gold and 
the idea of a mountain, we can from 
these ideas form the idea of a gol- 
den mountain. From the idea of 
men and of the world in which we 
live, we can form the idea of a 
world having rational inhabitants 
ten times smaller, or ten times lar- 
ger than men. By the power of 
abstraction, we can form innumer- 
able imaginary objects, which never 
have existed and never will exist. 
This power the author of nature 
has been pleased to bestow upon 
us, in distinction from all creat- 
ures destitute of intelligence. Mr. 
Locke considers the power of im- 
agination as the grand characteris- 
tic of rationality, which distin- 
guishes men from all creatures void 
of intelligence, and incapable of 
forming abstract ideas. 

3. Men have the power of per- 
ceiving cause and effeét, and the 
marks of wisdom and design in all 
the works of nature and of art, 
which gives them a superiority 
above all unintelligent creatures.— 
We are capable of discerning the 
laws of nature and the various pow- 
ers of all the creatures and objects 
around us. When we see fire 
consuming wood, and water suffo- 
cating living creatures, we imme- 
diately perceive, that fire is the 
cause of consuming wood, and wa- 
ter the cause of drowning animals. 
And by observing these effects 
frequently, we perceive that the 
causes of them are fixed and pers 
manent; or that fire will always 
burn and water will always drown. 
When we see a man do repeated 
acts of kindness, we view him as a 
kind and benevolent man, and ex- 
pect that benevolence will continue 
to mark his character. Or when 
we find any animal fierce and ma- 
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lignant, we suppose it is his nature 
to be so. ‘The lion and the bear 
are always to be feared and shun- 
ned. When we view a clock, 

house, or a ship, we not only per- 
ceive that they are effects produc- 
ed by some cause, but by some in- 
telligent, designing cause. So when 
we view the heavens and the earth, 
and the various animate and inani- 
mate objects around us, we not on- 
ly discover that they owe their éx- 
istence to some catse, but to some 
wise, intelligent cause. We dis- 
cover clear evidence of the Au- 
thor’s character and. perfections. 
Now, it is evident that the mere 
perception of these objects con- 
veys no perception of power, wis- 
dom, or design; for we often 
behold them without having any 


sense of their being the works of 


God, and the effects of his power 
and wisdom. 
cause and effect is something more 
than the bare perception of objects. 


Animals have the perception of ob- 


jeets as clearly as we have. They 
see the sun, moon, and stars, and 
the earth with all that is upon it, as 
clearly and distinetly as we do; bat 
there is no ground to think, that 
they have the least idea, that these 
objects are the effects of some pow- 
erful, designing cause. The most 
animals hate not the 
conception of any wise and 
powerful cause or agent, who made 
the world, though the mighty evi- 
dences of his eternal power and 
Godhead lie as clearly before their 
asours. The reason is, they 
are totally ined) able of having tlie 
pe reep ition of cause and effect; for 
if they had this capacity, they could 
reason from effect to cause, and 
learh the existence of the Deity. _- 
When the horse or the ox finds a 
fat pasture, which affords him a 
deticiotts food, he has no thought or 


sagacious 


least 


eyes, 


perception of its being the effect of 
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his master’s cultivation. Hence 
we must conclude, that the percep- 
tion of cause and effect is peculiar 
to men, and is owing to a peculiar 
power, faculty, or capacity of their 
minds, which raises them far high- 
er in the scale of being than any of 
the irrational creation, which are 
never capable of obtaining the 
knowledge of God, or of religion. 
4. Men have the power or ca- 
pacity of distinguishing between 
truth and error, which is another 
property of hum@m nature. We 
have the power of distinguishing 
between reality and fiction. We 
know intuitively that the objects 
around us are realities, and not 
mere phantoms or appearances.— 
We know that we have seen the 
sun, moon, and stars; the earth 
and what grows and moves upon it ; 
we know that we have seen man- 
kind, who are active, intelligent 
beings; we know, | say, we have 
seen all these objects, and that 
they are absolute realities, aiid are 
no fictions of the mere imagination. 
This perception of reality,in distine- 
tion from fiction, is derived from a 
distinet power or faculty of the hu- 
man mind. It is a“@apacity of 
having an intuitive view of truth, 
without a train of reasoning or re- 
flection. If we were not endued 
with this sense of truth, iio argu- 
ments could convince us of the 
real existence of any external ob- 
But it may be questioned, 
whether the animal creation have 
any such pereeption of truth atd 
reality as we have; or whether they 
know that the objects with which 
they are conversant, have a real 
existence. It is not likely that 
they have an idea of the reality of 
their dwn existenee, or of the real 
existence of any thing else. They 
appear to be as destitute of the 
knowledge of reality as deranged 
persons often are. Though such 
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persons perceive objects as clearly 
as others, and often reason about 
them with great accuracy and 
acuteness; yet they have no idea 
of the distinction between reality 
and fiction. ‘They take their own 
imaginations to be substantial reali- 
ties. They verily think they have 
the proper exercise of their rational 
powers, and know not that they 
are under 
an unregulated imagination: But 
when they come to themselves, 
they know that they are in their 
right mind, and often know that 
they have been otherwise. This 
power of distinguishing reality from 
fiction, is a proper check to the 
power of imaginatioa, without which 
it would run wild, and mvolve us 
“7 error, delusion, and misery. 

. Men have a capacity of unit- 
ing in affection with all intelligent 
beings and sensitive natures, which 


is one of the superior properties of 


Animals are 


pity, 


ah- 


the human species. 
capable of exercising love, 
and compassion towards one 


other, but are totally incapable of 


extending their mutual, sympathet- 
ic feelings any further. But man- 
kind are capable of extending their 
benevolent affections to all intelli- 
gent beings, and to all intelligent 
and unintelligent creatures. They 
can unite in affection with God, 
with Christ, with angels, with 
saints, and extend their benevolent 
regard to all their fellow-creatures. 
“The righteous man regardeth the 
life of his beast,” and can pity its 
distress, or rejoice in its happiness. 
In a word, men are capable of uni- 
versal benevolence, and of uniting 
in affection with all holy beings ; 
and of course, capable «- participat- 
ing ia all the happiness in the uni- 
verse, so far as it comes within the 
circle of their knowledge. This 
high prerogative of men places 
them near the 
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beings, and fits them for the ever- 
lasting enjoyment of all good. I 
must add, 

Meu havethe faculty of distin- 
guishing between right and wrong, 
or moral good and moral evil. This 
faculty is sometimes called the 
moral but more generally 
conscience. It is distinet from per- 
ception, reason, imagination, or 
any other faculty of the mind. It 
is that which is conversant about 
moral objects only; and with res- 
pect to them, it speaks with au- 
thority. It commands ; it forbids; 
it promises ; it threatens; it pun- 
ishes and rewards. It directs what 
ought to be done, and what ought 
not to be lt accuses men 
when they do wrong; and approves 
of them when the} y do right. It 
calls men to account for all their 
conduct, and will judge them with- 
out leave. It pronounces judgment 
with a positive and decisive tone, 
and forbids #li appeal. Though 
all the other faculties of the soul 
should rise up against it, it is able 
to silence them all, and reduce 
them to submission. [t is the vice- 
gerent of God in the soul; and 
speaks and acts with divine author- 
ity. This faculty is absolutely es- 
sential to moral agency, withou' 
which no creature is capable of 
moral action. 


sense, 


done. 


If animals were pos- 
sessed of every other intellectual 
faculty while devoid of this, 


they 
could not be moral agents, nor 
subjects of moral government.— 
And that they are really devoid of 
this moral faculty, there is no 
ground to doubt. Though they 
have natural affection for their off- 
spring, watch over them, protect 
them, and supply their wants; yet 
they have no idea of duty, or a 
sense of moral obligation to do 
what their instinct prompts them 
todo. The human race have the 
like e@are and affection for their 
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children, and not only so, but have 
a sense of duty and obligation.— 
They feel that they »ught to love 
their children, that they ought to 
protect them, that they ought to 
provide for them, and that they 
ought to treat them kindly, tenderly, 
and faithfully in all respects.— 
Though the ant provides in summer 
for winter, yet she feels no moral 
obligation to do but men feel 
that they ought, that itis their duty, 
that they are under moral obligation, 
to provide in summer for winter, 
and that if they should neglect it, 
it would be a moral evil, and de- 
serve punishment. ‘The reason is, 
they have a moral sense, or con- 
science, which plainly tells them 
their duty. 
conscience, that constitutes them 
moral agents and subjects of moral 
government. Thus it appears, 
that the power of reason, the 
power of the imagination, the 
power of discerning cause and ef- 
fect, the power of distinguishing 
truth from error, the power of ex- 
tending benevolent affection toward 
God and all his intelligent and un- 
intelligent creatures, and the power 
of perceiving the difference be- 
tween moral good and evil, com- 
prise all the intellectual faculties, 
which form that rationality in men, 
that renders them moral agents, 
and places them at the head of this 
lower creation. 

Now, to confirm the distinction 
that has been made between man- 
kind and all the irrational tribes, I 
will suggest the following conside- 
rations. 

In the first place, we may ac- 
count for all that we see in animals, 
which bears any resemblance of ra- 
tionality, without supposing them 
to be possessed of any of the six 
faculties, which have been men- 
tioned as peculiar to men. Their 
perception, volition, memory, ap- 
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petites and passions, are sufficient 
to account for all we find them ca- 
pable of doing, without one rational 
faculty, and therefore there is no 
ground tothink that they possess 
any thing which is the same as 
reason in men. 

In the second place, if they real- 
ly possessed any rational powers or 
faculties, we might expect they 
would be capable of cultivation and 
improvement, like the human pow- 
ers and faculties. But this we find 
to be contrary to universal obser- 
vation and experience. ‘They can- 
not be taught to speak, or to learn 
any art or science. 

In the third place, animals ap- 
pear to have no occasion for any 
portion of rationality, in order to 
perpetuate their race, or to protect 
their lives, or to promote any hap- 
piness which they are capable of 
enjoying. And hence we may 
conclude, that their Creator has 
not given them any rational faculty. 

In the fourth place, the scripture 
represents them as totally devoid 
of all such rational powers as be- 
long tomen. ‘The horse and the 
mule are said to have no under- 
standing. And this is asserted of 
the ostrich in the 39th of Job.— 
““Gavest thou the goodly wings to 
the peacocks? or wings and feathers 
unto the ostrich, which leaveth her 
eggs in the earth, and warmeth 
them in the dust, and forgetteth 
that the foot may crush them—be- 
cause God. hath deprived her of 
wrsdom, neither hath he imparted to 
her understanding.’ 

Lastly. The scripture tells us, 
that “the spirit of man ‘goeth up- 
ward, and the spirit of the beast 
goeth dow: ward to the earth,” at 
death. These expressions plainly 
intimate, that the spirits of beasts 
perish with their bodies, and in this 
respect widely differ from the spirits 
of men, which survive their bodies 
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But if beasts 
the same fac- 


and exist forever. 

were endowed with 
ulties in kind, that men are, they 
would be moral agents and ac- 
countable for all their actions. And 
if this were the case, we cannot 
suppose that God would annibilate 
them at death. These considera- 
tions may put it beyond doubt, that 
men are endowed with those prin- 
ciples of rationality, which consti- 
tute them moral agents and ac- 
countable creatures, which distin- 
guish them from all the lower crea- 
tion, and which qualify them to 


have dominion over the beasts of 


the field, and every living creature 
that lives and moves on the earth, 
in the air, or in the sea. 
PHILANTHROPOS. 
[ To be concluded. | 


—— 


SUBMISSION IN PRAYER. 

An Extract from the Works of the 
Rev. Andrew Fuller, with Re- 
marks. 

The Rev. Andrew Fuller of Ket- 
tering, England, was “a burning 
and shining light.” By reading the 
works of President Edwards, and 
other American Divines, his eyes 
were opened to see the inconsis- 


tency and dangerous tendency of 


the Antinomian Calvinism, preva- 
lent among the Orthodox, as taught 
by Marshall, Hervey, and particu- 
larly by Dr. Gill of his own denom- 
ination. This led him to write and 
publish many sermons and essays, 
as well as several considerable trea- 
tises, on some of the primary doc- 
trines and duties of the gospel.— 


He was blessed with the talent of 


communicating his thoughts in a 
very perspicuous, interesting and 
forcible manner; which gave an 
extensive currency to his writings, 
and rendered them very influential 
in exposing and counteracting er- 
ror and false religion, and in vin- 
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dicating and spreading evangelical 
truth and godliness. Few men, of 
the age in which he lived, it is be- 
lieved, wrote better, or did more 
good by their writings, thanAndrew 
Fuller. 

It is more important, that the 
mistakes of such a writer, than 
those of men less able and influential, 
should be pointed out and correct- 
ed; as they are likely to do more 
hurt, by bemg more widely diffus- 
ed and more generally embraced. 
The sentiments advanced in Ful- 
ler’s works, are seldom liable to 
objection ; but, in the following in- 
stance, it is thought, there is an 
inaccuracy, which ought not to pass 
without notice. It is found in 
““ Works,”’ vol. 8, p.25, New-Haven 
edition. 


EXTRACT. 


“ There are two sorts of 
mercies for which we have to pray ; 
mercies which God hath not bound 
himself to bestow, even though we 
pray for them in ever such a right 
spirit—and mercies which he hath 

Of the first class, are all our earth- 
ly comforts, and some things in the 
religious life: of the last, are all 
those spiritual blessings essential to 
salyation. David prayed for the 
life of his child: God did not re- 
prove him for praying, yet neither 
did he grant him his request. Da- 
vid also desired to build God a 
house : God took it well that it was 
in his heart, yet he denied him the 
thing he desired. In neither of 
these cases had God promised to 
grant the desire of his servant, and 
he saw fit to counteract it; but in 
respect to spiritual and eternal bles- 
God has bound himself to 
grant the desire of the righteous, and 
to perfect that which concerns his 
praying people. Now, if things 
are so, it is easy to see, that when 
we are praying for the first sort of 


sings, 





i3t 


blessings, a peculiar submission to 
the will of God becomes us, which 
is not required in the other. If we 
pray, with Jabez, to have our coast 
enlarged in temporal things, we 
ought to feel a contented mind, and 
submit to God, though our prayers 
should be unanswered ; but if we 
are praying for an interest in Christ 
as our spiritual and everlasting por- 
tion, contentment of mind is not 
there required. God does not re- 
quire us to be willing to be lost for- 
ever; for that would be the same 
thing as to be forever employed in 
eursing and blaspheming, instead 
of blessing his holy name. Again, 
if we adopt the latter part of the 
prayer of Jabez, O that thou wouldst 
keep me from evil, that it may not 
grieve me! if by evil we understand 
the evil of affliction, a resignation 
to the will of God becomes us; but 


if by evil we understand the evil of 


sin, resignation would then become 
¢riminal.”’ 


REMARKS. 


Submission to the will of God, in 
prayer, is a willingness to be denied 
the particular favour asked, if God 
shall see fit todeny it. This clear- 
ly appears to be Mr. Fuller's idea 
of submission in prayer, and is un- 
doubtedly correct. Mr. Fuller con- 
cedes, that when we pray for mer- 
cies, which God has not bound 
himself to bestow upon us, in an- 
swer to prayer, it becomes us to 
submit to his will; but he main- 
tains, that when we pray for mer- 
cies, which God has bound himself 
to bestow upon us in answer to 
prayer, we are not required to ex- 
ercise such submission. Of the 
Jfirst class, i. e. of mercies not prom- 
ised, he says, “are all our earthly 
comforts, and some things in the 
religious life :” of the second class, 
i.e. of mercies promised, “ are all 

e: 
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those spiritual blessings essential to 
salvation.” 

Here, we apprehend, the good 
man has fallen into two mistakes, 
each of which consists in making a 
distinction, where there is little or 
no difference. 

1. The first mistake is, in mak- 
ing a distinction between “ earthly 
comforts” and “spiritual blessings,” 
in respect to their being promised 
or not, in answer to prayer. Mr. 
Fuller admits, that “ some things in 
the religious life,” are in the class 
of those not promised. It is un- 
questionably so. God has not prom- 
ised his people any particular de- 
gree of sanctilication. or any par- 
ticular degree of spiritual light, or 
any particular measure of holy joy 
There might, no doubt, be many 
other things pertaining to the relig- 
ious life, mentioned, which God has 
not promised to bestow in answer 
to prayer. But, is it true, on the 
other hand, that “earthly com- 


forts” are not promised ? Do we not 
read, “trust in the Lord and do 
good ; and so shalt thou dwell in 
the land, and verily thou shalt be 


fed. Honour the Lord with thy 
substance and with the first-fruits 
of all thine increase. So shall thy 
barns be filled with plenty, and thy 
presses shall burst out with new 
wine.” If it should be said, that 
these promises, and other similar 
ones that might be quoted, are in 
the Old Testament, and were pe- 
culiar to the legal dispensation ; it 
is easy to reply, that promises of 
the same nature are found in the 
New Testament; such as the fol- 
lowing, “ Seek first the kingdom ot 
God and his righteousness, and al! 
these things shall be added unto 
you—Godliness is profitable unto al! 
things, having promise of the life that 
now is,and of that which is to come--- 
Ye have not, because ye ask not 
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ve ask and receive not, because ye 
ask amiss, that ye may consume it 
upon your lusts.” The truth ap- 
pears to be, that “earthly com- 
forts” are promised in scripture, as 
expressly, and almost as frequently, 
as ‘spiritual blessings ;’ and that 
both are promised conditionally.— 
‘Earthly comforts” are promised 
on the condition of trusting in the 
Lord and domg good—honouring 
the Lord with one’s substance— 
asking for them in faith, without 
wavering, &c.” “Spiritual bles- 
sings” are promised on the con- 
dition of ‘repentance, faith in Christ, 
and such prayer, as includes re- 
pentance and faith.’ And as earth- 
ly, and spiritu il favours are both 
promised conditionally ; mar y are 
both promised endefinitely, i. e. God 
has not specified the time ian the 
manner how, nor the degree in 
which he will bestow these favours. 
A single exception only, to this ob- 
servation, is now recolleeted ; which 
is, that God seems to have promis- 


ed pardon and salvation to every 
sinner, immediately upon his asking 


or praying for it; but even this 
promise is conditional; the asking 
must be holy, the praying must be 
with faith in Christ. There does 
not appear, therefore, to be that 
difference between “ earthly com- 
forts” and “spiritual blessings,”’ in 
regard to their being promised or 
not, in answer to prayer, which 
many have imagined, and which 
Mr. Fuller too easily took for grant- 
ed. But, 

The second and greatest mis- 
take in the above extract, is, mak- 
ing a difference, as to the duty 
submission in prayer, between mer- 
cies promised, and mercies not 
promised. It is admitted, by Mr. 

Fuller, that in praying for things 
not promised, “submission to the 
will of God becomes us.” And 
why, it may be asked, does not sub- 


“ 
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mission equally become us, when 
we pray for things promised? As 
to things promised indefinitely, there 
is clearly as much room for sub- 
mission as to the time, manner, and 
degree of bestowing them, as if 
they were not promised at all.— 
And as to those things promised 
conditionally, as all spiritual, as 
well as temporal blessings are, the 
very condition on which they are 
promised, includes submission to the 
will of God. Let us take the in- 
stance of a spiritual blessing prom- 
ised, mentioned in the extract, viz. 
that of ‘‘ praying for an interest in 
Christ, as our spiritual and ever- 
lasting portion.” This blessing is 
promised only on the condition of 
repentance toward God and faith to- 
ward our Lord Jesus Christ, or such 
an asking for it, as includes repen- 
tance and faith. This, it is presum- 
ed, will not be denied. But, as re- 
pentance proceeds from godly sor- 
row, and faith worketh by love, do 
not these holy exercises imply or 
include submission to the will of 
God? Most certainly. Well, then, 
when we are “ praying for an inter- 
est in Christ,” there is no promise 
that we shall have it, until we have 
prayed im the exercise of repent- 
ance, faith and holy submission.— 
No one has any ground to expect, 
that he shall have “an interest in 
Christ, till he has prayed thus, and 
is able, by self-examination, to look 
back and see that he has thus pray- 
ed. So far, therefore, from there 
being no room for submission in 
praying for the promised blessing 
of an interest in Christ, it is impos- 
sible to pray acceptably for this 
blessing, without submission. 

But, adds Mr. Fuller, ‘ God does 
not require us to be willing to be 
lost forever.” What, not upon sup- 
position we die in our sins? And 
no one knows that he shall not die 
in his sins, who does not know, 
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that he has prayed with such re- 
pentance and faith, as include a 
submission to the will of God.— 
But, says Mr. Fuller, “God does 
not require us to be willing to be 
Jost forever ; for that would be the 
same thing as to be willing to be 
forever employed in cursing and 
blaspheming.” We ask, how does 
that appear? To be /ost is to suffer 
the penalty of the divine law; but 
“cursing and blaspheming”’ are no 
part of the penalty of the law, which 
consists in God’s cursing transgres- 
sors, and not in their cursing him. 
Again, says Mr. Fuller, “If we 
adopt the latter part of the prayer 
of Jabez, O, that thou wouldst keep 
me from evil, that it may not grieve 
me !—if by evil we understand the 
evil of sin, resignation then would 
become criminal.’’ How, we ask, 
does this appear? Has God any 
where promised to keep saints 
entirely free from sin, in the present 
life? If not; is it criminal for a 
saint to pray, with resignation, to 
be delivered from the evil of sin, 
from day to day, as long as he lives ? 
And, if not ; why should it be crim- 
inal for him to pray, with resigna- 
tion, to be delivered from the evil 
of sin, in a future state’? As pray- 
ing with submission to be delivered 
from pain, does not imply a love of 
pain, but the contrary; so praying 
with submission to be delivered 
from sin, does not imply a love of 
sin, but the contrary. No one hates 
sin so much, and, consequently, no 
one is in the exercise of so high a 
degree of holiness, as he, who has 
such a supreme love to God, such 
complete self-denial, and such dis- 
interested benevolence towards the 
great system of created beings, as 
to be willing to be made not only 
miserable, but sinful forever ; if the 
glory of God and the general good 
require, that he should be left to 
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perish in his sins and be punished 
forever as his iniquities deserve. 
On the whole, the conclusion is, 
that prayer never can be made, for 
any blessing, or favour, whatever, 
without unreserved submission to 
the infinitely wise, holy, and sove- 
reign will of God , that no one can 
pray with hope of acceptance, 
while he feels unwilling, all things 
considered, to be denied the favour 
he asks, if God shall so please ; and 
that all asking of God for either 
earthly or heavenly blessings, which 
deserves the name of prayer, is 
made in the very spirit of the pe- 
tition of our great Pattern, the Man 
Curist Jesus, in the garden of 
Gethsemane, when his soul was ex- 
ceeding sorrowful even unto death, 
“UO my Father, if it be possible, let 
this cup pass from me: nevertheless, 
not as I will, but as thou wilt.”’ 
AGNOSTES. 


QUESTIONS. 
Mr. Eprtorn—An Answer to the fol 
lowing Question, would gratify 
A Supscriper. 


Why is it, that apostates are al- 
ways more virulent opposers of the 
true system of doctrines, than those 
who never professed to embrace it ? 


Mr. Eprror—It has been usual 
for professing Christians to adopt a 
mode of ecclesiastical government, 
similar to that of the civil govern- 
ment of the country, in which they 
happened to live. Thus, under a 
monarchy, the government of the 
Church has commonly been Epis- 
copal; under an aristocracy, the 
government of the Church has com- 
monly been Presbyterian; while, 
in republics, the Congregational 
form of government and discipline, 
has generally been adopted. Each 
of those, who have practised these 
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different modes of ecclesiastical 
government, has usually maintained 
that his own was the only mode, 
prescribed and allowed in sacred 
scripture. In this recently settled 
country, to which professing Christ- 
ians have emigrated from all parts 
of the Christian world, and in which 
religious freedom is perfectly en- 
joyed, the various modes of eccle- 
siastical government have been ob- 


served, according to the practice of 


the various countries, from which 
the emigrants happened to come, 
This has, of course, brought the 
different into contact (not 
to say collision) which has some- 
times occasioned controversy.— 
From this controversy, it had been 
hoped, that the truth. om this im- 
portant subject, would ultimately 
ly be elicited. But of late, I have 
been told, that some have tnder- 
taken to quash all further contro- 
versy, by advancing the novel sen- 
timent, that the mode of ecclesias- 
tical government is not prescribed 
in scripture, but is left, as a mere 
matter of expediency, to the dis- 
cretion of the Churches. Is it, in- 
deed, sot Ts there, or is there not, 
some one mode of ecclesiastical gov- 
ernment enjoined by Christ ade his 
Apostles ? And if so, what 7s it ?— 
This is a question, an answer to 
which, in your pages, would be 
very gratifying to 
A Prorrssor or RE IGION. 
—— 


Tad 
moaes 


For the Hopkiosian Magazine. 

EXPOSITORY NOTES, UPON GENESIS, 
1—6. 
[By Rev. Anprew Fuuuer.]| 
And it came to pass, when men 

began to multiply on the face of the 
earth, and daughters were born unto 
them, 

2. That the sons of God saw the 
daughters of men that they were fair; 
and they took them wives of all which 
they chose. 


im 


vi. 1I—6. 137 


And the Lord said, My Spirit 


shall not always strive with man, 


for thet he alsois flesh: yet his days 


shall be an hundred and twenty 
years. 

4. There were giants in the earth 
in those days; and also after that, 
wher the sons of God came in unto 
the daughters of men, and they bare 
children unto them; the same became 
mighty men, which were of old, men 
#f renown. 


And God saw that the wicked- 
ness of man was great in the — 
ond that every imagination of th 
thoughts of his heart was only ez ‘il 
continually. 


6. And it repented the Lord that 
hehad made man on the earth, and 
ut grieved him at his heart. 


This chapter gives an account 
of the corruption which preceded 
the flood, and which moved an in- 
finitely good and merciful Being to 
bring it upon the earth, We may 
notice 

The occasion of this corrup- 
tion, viz..the increase of popula- 
tion: it was ahen men begun to 
multiply on the face of the earth, 
that they began to corrupt one an- 
other, Population is itself a good : 
but it often becomes the occasion 
of evil; because men, when num- 
bers of them assemble together, 
excite and provoke ene another to 
sin. Hence it is, that sin common- 
ly grows rankest in populous places. 
We are originally made to be help- 
ersof one another: but sin per- 
verts the course of things, and ren- 
ders us tempters of one another.— 
We draw and are drawn into in- 
numerable evils. Oh, draw me 
not with the workers of iniquity ! 

2. The first step towards this 
corrupt state of things was, the 
mixing of the church and the world 
in marriages. The sons of God saw 

daughters of men that they were 
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fair; and they took them wives of all 
whom they chose. The sons of God 
were those of the family of Seth, 
of whom we read lately, that they 
ns x the name of the Lord. 
(iv. The daughters of men 
were rf the race of Cain, whose pa- 
renis having gone forth from the 
presence of the Lord. or turned 
their back on religion, were a kind 
of atheists. This was a conjunc- 
tion between the seed of the woman, 
and the seed of the serpent ; which 
must needs be unnatural and mis- 
chievous. ‘The object of a good 
man’s choice should be, a help- 
meet. We need to be helped in 
our way to heaven, and not hinder- 
ed and corrupted. Hence God for- 
bade all such alliances with idola- 
ters (Deut. vii. 3, 4.): and hence 
also Christian, marriages were lim- 
ited to those erly in the Lord, (1. 
Cor. vii. 39.) The examples which 
we have seen of the contrary, have 
fully justified these restrictions by 
their lamentable effects. They 
corrupt and ruin many a promising 
character; and we vee by this his- 
tory, that they were the first cause 
of the ruin of the world ! 

3.. The great offence which God 
took at this conduct, and what grew 
out of it. The Lord said, my Spirit 
shall not always strive with man, 
for that he also is flesh ; yet his days 

hall be a hundred and tw enty years. 
[Tad the sons of God kept them- 
selves to themselves, and preserved 
theic purity, God, it may be sup- 
posed, would have spared the world 
for their sukes: but they mingled 
together and became one people. 
This He considered as a heinous 
crime. ‘The mame by which they 
are called is worthy of notice— 
man. Seeing the sons of God have 
become one people with the daugh- 
ters of men, they have Jost their 
honourable distinction, and are call- 
ed by the common name of the 
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species. The special notice taken 
of the conduct of professors, rather 
than of others, is likewise observa- 
ble. Jie also, or they also, as some 
read it, namely, the sons of God, 
are flesh, i. e. they, as well as the 
athers,-are become corrupt. By 
the Spirit of God is me ant, the 
Holy Spirit in the prophets, by which 
He preached and contended with 
the wicked. See Neh. ix. 3(.—l 
Pet. iii. 19,20. But now, seeing the 
professedly righteous, who should 
have stood firm, as it were, 
joined the standard of the enemy, 
God resolved to give them all up to- 
gether, or ta deciine any further 
strivings withthem. Yet amidst all 
this displeasure, there is great long- 
suffering. Ilis days shall be a hun- 
dred and twenty years. God would 
wait that time, ere He brought the 
flood upon them. 

1. Observe the fruits of these 
unlawful mixtures, a sort of mon- 
strous beings, whose figures were 
but emblems of their minds, They 
seem to have been fierce and cruel 
men. The word giants signifies 
fellows, or men who ca sed others 
to fall before them, like trees be- 
fore an axe. So far as respects 
character, this was the natural ef- 
fect of such intermarriages: family- 
religion is subverted ; and the fear 
of God has a greater connexion 
with a proper regard to man, than 
many are willing to allow. 

5. Observe the estimate which 
God makes of things. God 


} 
nad, 


saw 


that the wickedness of man was great 


tn the earth,and that every imagina- 
tion of the thoughts of his heart was 
only evtl continually. Such is the 
case, when the church is gone and 
lost in the world. There were some 
hopeful appearances, when the sons 
of God began to call upon the name 
of the Lord: but now, a very few 
excepted, they are all gone. What 
a picture is here given of what the 
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world naturally is! It is evil ; with- 
out mixture—only evil; without 
cessation—evil continually ; from 
the very fountain-head of action— 
the thoughts «f the heart ;* and 
all this is not the exaggeraged lan- 
guage of creatures—God saw it ! 
6. Notice the amazing displeas- 
ure of God against sin. It repented 
the Lord that he had made man on 
the earth, and-it grieved him at his 
heart !—Was ever such language 
uttered! What words besides them, 
could convey to us such an idea of 
the evil of sin? It is true, we are 
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not to understand them litetally: 
but they convey to us an idea, that 
the sin of man is so heinous, and 
so mischievous, as to mar all the 
works of God, and to rénder them 
worse than if there were none. So 
that if God had not counteracted it, 
there had better have been no 
world! Any created being, on see- 
ing his works thus perverted, would 
repent, and wish he had never 
made them. O! the exceeding pro- 
voking nature of sin! What grace 
to forgive it, through the atonement 
of Christ! 


Religious Kutelligence. 


—— 


MASSACHUSETTS MISSIONARY SOCI- 
ETY. 
annual meeting of this 


“ The 


Society was held on Tuesday even- 
ing last (May 30th) at the Old 


South Chureh. Prayer was of- 


fered by Rev. Mr. Coggeswell of 


Dedham. Sermon by Rev. Daniel 
Thomas of Abington, from Habak- 
kuk, it. 14, For the earth shall be 
Jilled with the knowledge of the glory 
of God, as the waters cover the 
sea. Mr. Thomas also offered the 
concluding prayer. At the pre- 
vious meeting of the Society, for 
the choice of officers, &c. the fol- 
lowing gentlemen were elected, viz. 
Rey. Leonard Woods, D. D. Presi- 
dent; Rev. B. Emmerson, Secre- 
tary; John Punchard, Esq. Treas- 
urer; Rev. B. Emmerson, Colonel 
H. Whipple, Auditors ;—Isaac 
Warren, Esq. Rev. 8S. Walker, 
Rev. W. Fay, J. Punchard, Esq 
Rev. Reuben Emmerson, Rev. J. 
Edwards, Rev. S. Holmes, Rev. 
Jacob Ide and Rev. C. Hitchcock, 
Trustees.” Hecorder & Telegraph. 

While the Editors of the above 
paper give a syllabus of Rev. Pres- 


ident Humphrey’s sermon before 
the Pastoral Association, they bare- 
ly mention the text of the Rev. Mr. 
Thomas’ sermon before the Mis- 
sionary Society. Perhaps they did 
not hear the latter; perhaps they 
did not think it sufficiently elo- 
quent and popular to deserve art 
abstract; or perhaps they did not 
like some of the old-fashioned sen- 
timents advanced in it, or at least, 
did not approve of their being 
preached in Boston, before such an 
enlightened and refined audience,at 
this day of benevolent exertion, 
when efforts are making to untte all 
evangelical denominations (includ- 
ing Wesleyan Methodists) in the 
work of propagating a liberal and 
catholic Christianity. After a per- 
tinent Introduction, which, as an 
introduction should, led naturally 
and directly to the subject of dis- 
course, Mr. Thomas proposed the 
following lucid plan, growing out 
of his téxt’: I. To show what is to 
be understood by the knowledye of 
God. IL To show that Ged will 
make the knowledge of himself fill 
theearth. And, Ill. Toshow how 
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He will do this. These several 
heads were discussed in a very 
clear, plain, scriptural, and we 
think, able and interesting man- 
ner, ‘There was such a perspicui- 
ty in the mode of expression, simple 
without being low, and elegant 
without being turgid, that the senti- 
ments advanced were apprehended 
by the hearer, without an effort.— 
The greatness of the discourse con- 
sisted, not in the use of scientific 
and uncommon words, the rotundi- 
ty of periods, the inversion of sen- 
tences, the flash of metaphors, or 
the intonations of utterance; but 
in the weight and number of the 
important, solemn and searching 
truths, brought within a smal] com- 
pass, and set in a clear, convincing 
and affecting light. There was 
no studied ambiguity to conciliate 
hearers of opposite views, no artful 
concealment of the preacher’s own, 
no sickening delicacy in smoothing 
or shunning the plain and pungent 
phraseology of scripture: all was 
simple, frank, unreserved, as be- 
comes 


“The messenger of God to man,” 


The sermon was heard with 
profound and increasing attention, 
as such sermons seldom fail to be, 
and left a deep, and we hope, last- 
ing impression upon the minds of 
the hearers. It was such a feast 
to the lovers of truth, as is not, of 
late, often set before them, on sim- 
ilar oceasions. The sermon ought 
to be printed ; we hope it will be ; 
in other times, we are sure it would 


be, 


The Massachusetts Missionary 
Society is one of the oldest institu- 
tions of the kind in New-England. 
It was instituted in 1799. Though 
its Constitution comprised nocreed, 
and any one might become a mem- 
ber by paying 82, yet the origin- 
al founders, and most of the mem- 
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bers, for several years, were of 
“the sect’ denominated Hopkin- 
sian. The officers, for the first 
yogr, were, Rev. Nathanael Em- 
nots, D. President ; Rev. Sam- 
uel Augtin, Secretary; Dea. John 
Simpl Treasurer; Rev. Messrs. 
David Sanford, Daniel Hopkins, 
Ezra Weld, Samuel Spring, Joseph 
Barker, Samuel Niles, John Crane, 
Samuel Austin, and Jonathan 
Strong, Trustees. 

By the founders of this Society, 
the Massachusetts Missionary Mag- 
azine was published and conduct- 
ed, for five years—a work more 
decidedly Hopkinsian, thon any 
other periodical publication of the 
day. Asthe concerns of the So- 
ciety were conducted with much 
wisdom and circumspection, and 
its labours crowned with muchsuc- 
cess, the number of its members 
increased, from year to year; till, in 
process of time, many, who either 
were not, or did not choose to avow 
themselves to be Hopkinsians, be- 
came united with the Society.— 
Such, at present, constitute a major- 
ity of those, who attend the annual 
meetings of the Society ; and, of 
course, from this class, the officers 
of the Society are usually selected. 
In the mean time, the object and 
measures of the Institution have 
undergone a material change.— 
The object of the Society was 
thus originally declared, in the 
second article of the Constitution 
“The object of the Society is, to 
diffuse the knowledge of the Gos- 
pel among the heathens, as well as 
other people in the remote parts of 
our country, where Christ is seldom 
or never preached.” In pursn- 
ance of this object, the first mis- 
sionaries were sent into “ remote 
parts of our country,” agd some ot! 
them to the Aboriginal ffibes. But 
this article of the Constitution has 
recently been altered ind the 
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Society has become exclusively do- 
mestic in its operations. For sev- 
eral years, nearly all the missiona-_ 
ries supported, have laboured in the 
State of Maine: and these, instead of 
being «tinerant, as the first _— 
aries were, are most of them /ocated, 
being chiefly pastors of churches in 
Maine, who labour, at the expense 
of the Society, in their own towns, 
and the vicinity. For several years 
after the formation of the Society, 
particular attention was paid to the 
doctrinal belief, as well as to the 
moral character of the missionaries 
sent out. They usually came be- 
fore the Board of Trustees to be 
e&amined, and to receive their com- 
mission and instructions, and to 
them they exhibited a journal of 
theit services. The business of 
the Board was conducted with ma- 
ture deliberation, which fully oc- 
cupiedithe time, both of an annual 
and s@mi-annual meeting. But, 
at present, the executive business 
of the Society is done with such 
despatch, that the semi-annual 
meeting of the Trustees is dispens- 
ed with, and the whole plan of 
operation for the missionary year, 
is arranged, in a few hours, amidst 
the hurry and bustle of election 
week; when the same men, who 
manage the affairs of this Society, 
have their attention distracted with 
the concerns of the Education So- 
ciety, the Traet Society, the Tem- 
perate Society, the Convention, the 
Pastoral Assogiation, and the Pru- 
dential Committee of the A. B, C. 
’. M. Less time, however, is 
needful, as the business of the 
Trustees is greatly diminished, 
since they have relieved them- 
selves from the trouble of inspecting 
the accounts of missionaries and 
passing the @rders on the Treasu- 
ry, this being left to the discretion 
of the Secretary and Treasurer; 
and since thé annual Report of the 
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Board is not read to them before it 
is presented to the Society, and a 
considerable portion of the mission- 
aries, is selected and appointed to 
their several stations by “ the Com- 
mittee for Missionary purposes, 
consisting of the President, Secre- 
tary, and one or two others. That 
the transactions of the Institution 
should thus be “a matter of conji- 
dence,” rather than of responsibili- 
ty, seems to be not only accordant 
with the popular method of con- 
ducting Charitable Institutions, at 
this day, but satisfactory to the 
members of the Society, generally ; 
as but few (perhaps 20 or 30) think 
it worth while to attend the annual 
meetings, and fewer still appear to 
feel much interest in the forms 
of business passed through. 


From the Recorder and Telegraph. 


REVIVAL IN NORWICH, VT. S. PARISH. 

[or some years past, religion in 
this church and society has been in 
a very languishing state. About 
the middle of March last, a revival 
commenced. Previous to this, the 
church, as a body, had fora long 
time been criminally conformed to 
the world. Unhappy divisions and 
personal controversies existed a- 
mong the brethren ; a settlement of 
which seemed to defy all human 
effort. On the subject of discipline 
there was a difference of opinion, 
and every discussion of the subject 
was attended with unchristian feel- 
ings, and seemed only to involve 
us in greater difficulties. Yet, it 
is believed, there were some in the 
church who mourned over the des- 
olations of Zion—and whose ear- 
nest cries to God for help, became 
more fervent as these difficulties 
increased. A_ revival had com- 
menced in the College and village 
of Hanover, about a mile from us 
across the river. Some from this 
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side went over, and appeared 
to partake of the good spirit which 
prevailed there. We were, in turn, 
visited by some from that side.— 
Certain young men, who had been 
members of the Military Academy 
while it was in this place, and had 
associated with our youth, and who 
were known to have been very 
thoughtless and gay; having now 
been brought by the Holy Spirit to 
feel the bitterness of sin and the 
preciousness of a Saviour’s love, 
came over and helped us. The 
necessity of a revival was now 
much insisted on. Yet many 
seemed to think we could not have 
one at present: that “ the time had 
not come, in which the Lord’s 
house could be built.” It was 
said, “we must have a great deal 
of discipline in the church first.” 
And we were on the point of having 
a Council to settle existing difficul- 
ties. 


While things were in this state, at 
a conference on Wednesday even- 
ing (the solemnity of which indicat- 
eda revival) the members of the 
church were requested to tarry af- 
ter the meeting was dismissed, to 
hear read a remonstrance signed 


by apart of the church. This did 
not produce the unhappy effect that 
was feared. Instead of going into 
any discussion of the subject mat- 
ter of the paper which had been 
read, some of the brethren spoke 
and said, “ Let us stop where we 
are, and consider what we are do- 
ing. Are we not carrying matters 
too far?” The word “ we,” in such 
a connexion, seemed to make a 
good impression. It was a word 
we had not been, for some time, 
in the habit of using im that way. 
The lamguage had been too much, 
“ We have done right, and you have 
done wrong.” But now the query 
was stated, “ Have we not all 
done wrong?’ A solemn pause en- 
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sued, and the countenances of ev” 
ery one seemed to say, “ It is to be 
feared we have.” A day of fasting 
and prayer was mentioned. After 
being reminded of our obligations 
as Christians, we concluded totake | 
the subject of keeping a day of | 
fasting and prayer into considera- 
tion, and decide upon it the next 
Sabbath. Before Sabbath came, 
certain female members, who had 
been as exemplary as any in the 9 
church, requested the minister, who 
is at present preaching to them, tog 
draft a confession which they wishy 
ed to sign and have read before 
the congregation. On the follo 
ing Sabbath, it was agreed by t 
church to observe the next Fri 

as a day of fasting and prayer, 

that the reading of any confe 

by any of the members, sho 
postponed till the next Sabb 

Friday was the day of or 
lar church-meeting ; and t 
a case of discipline then t@ be act- 
ed on, respecting which if was be- 
lieved there were differenfand very 
strong feelings. On this account, 
some, although they felf like fast- 
ing and prayer, almost dreaded the 
approach of the day. | : 

In the mean time, #he brethren 
who had been at pers@nal variance, 
were brought togethem, They felt, 
in some degree, the Fesponsibility 
of their situation. ey dreaded 
the guilt of standing mM the way ‘of 
the Holy Spirit. ir private 
differences were s@itled. They 
gave each other the Hind of fellow- 
ship. A sense of duff had led to 
this. ‘Though they @ppeared sin- 
cerely to forgive eachother, there 
was not yet that deeg#isense of sin, 
that pungent feeling @ repentance, 
which was desirable. Priday came, 
and the church “ wer@all with one 
accord in one place.”— For a con- 
siderable time we sat@p silence.— 
The Bible and our Govenant lay 


regu- 
re was 
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before us. Before a word was 
spoken, many were seen wiping 
away the falling tear. It was the 
tear of penitence. It was justly 
observed by one, that it was good 
to stand still “ and see the salvation 
of God.” The Holy Spirit now 
rent the heavens and came down, 
and the mountains flowed down at 
his presence.” God appeared in 
his glory to build up Zion. We 
» read Daniel’s prayer and our cove- 
‘nant. But little comment was nec- 
Nessary. The Spirit did the work. 
The ground on which we stood 
vemed holy. All seemed sensible 
the special presence of God. All 
seemed to feel, “how dreadful is 
tls place!” ‘There was not a dry 
eye and some wept bitterly. All 
were willing to confess, and willing 
to fofgive. The whole body ap- 
peareth melted into repentance. 
Herf@was a scene at which holy 
angels Bejoiced, and at which evil 
spirits ti@mbled ; for they beth per- 
ceived mat the consequences 
would bem ,They both knew that 
satan was 
his subjec 
about to 
eternal mon 
On the foll 
public conf 


and that God 
e up many new and 
rents. of his merey,— 
ing Sabbath, oral 
jons were made by 
a number of brethren, and the 
written conféfsion before alluded 
to was read, @t being signed by 
nearly all the@hurch, Thus mar- 
vellously did G@d restore this church 
to its. Christifn standing, in the 
consciences Of impenitent sinners. 
Thus.did he ke his cause into 
his own handg§to plead. Sinners 
saw that he h@@ done this. They 
began to tremble. Fearfalness sur- 
prised the lifpoerite. They felt 
their miserabl@ props begin to give 
way. They sw that divine grace 
was making professors better than 
they: that Christians had an Ad- 
vocate with fhe Father, and that 


was 
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they had none. The school-house, 
which is a large one, was soon 
found too small to contain all who 
came, and who came as they did 
of old, because it was noised that 
in the house. We re- 
moved our conferences to the meet- 
ing-house. 

There are now, we have reason 
to hepe, in this small society, mot 
far from 50 subjeets of this work of 
grace. As many as twelve family 
altars have been erected since the 
revival began. ‘Though it has not 
been confined to any age, an unus- 
ual proportion of heads ef families 
have been interested. Many Uni- 
versalists have found their system 
radically defective, and have re- 
nounced it. The work still con- 
tinues, though net so powerfully as 
some weeks ago. It prevails quite 
extensively in the North Parish; 
and in almost every section of the 
town there is more or less serious- 
ness. 

The subjects of the work do not 
generally speak of any remarkable 
joy bursting in upon their minds 
wt once—but seem slow to hope, 
fearful of self-deception, and quite 
anxious to know more of the entire 
depravity of thetr own hearts and to 
feel more fully that they have not 
made themselves to differ from. oth- 
ers, but that it is God, ‘ who has 
no pleasure in the death of the 
wicked,” and “ who has merey on 
whom he will have mercy.”—We 
desire the special prayers of all who 
pray in faith that God will not with- 
draw his Spirit from us. Let all 
who love the Saviour, by these facts 
be more impressed with a sense of 
the mercy and patience and cove- 
nant-faithfulness of God: and re- 
member, that in the hour of the 
greatest darkness and difficulty, he 
may be ready to make the wrath of 
man to praise him, and the remain- 
der to restrain. Letall who have 
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an interest at the throne of grace 
take encouragement from what the 
Lord has done for this people, even 
though every thing around the m 
looks unpromising ; and pray, “ It 
is time for thee, Lord, to work—for 
they have made void thy law.”— 
When, under such ciremstances, 
the Lord takes the matter in hand ; 
when he thus vindicates his cause, 
the whole honour and glory must 
and will be given to him. 

James R. Wueerock. 

Norwich, S. P. May 22, 1826. 

Bible Societies. —T here are 3000 
Bible Societies in the world, all 
founded within 20 years. Their an- 
nual receipts are about $4,500,000. 
More than three millions of Bibles, 
in 140 different languages, have 
been distributed over the globe, by 
these societies. 

American Bible Society.—Re- 
ceipts in the month of April, $6744. 
Issues, 3817 Bibles and 4976 Tes- 
taments—value, $5373 

Massachusetts Bible Society.—The 
Bible Society of Massachusetts held 
its anniversary on Thursday, April 
24, at the Church in Chauncey 
Place, where a discourse was deliv- 
ered by Rev. Dr. Codman, of Dor- 
chester, from Romans, xv. 4. 

Persian Bible—Mirza Jaffa, a 
learned Persian, who passed some 
time in England, and of whom fa- 
vourable views are entertained, has 
been appointed oriental Professor 
in the College at St. Petersburgh, 
and is translating the Old Testa- 
ment into Persian. 


ORDINATIONS AND INSTALLATIONS. 


1826, Feb. 22d, Installed Rev. L. H. 
Eporrorp, as pastor of the Congrega- 
tional Church in Brentwood, N, H.— 
Sermon by the Rev. Abraham Burnham 
of Pembrook, from John, v, 35. 

1826, May 13th, Installed Rev. Rev- 
neN Smith, as pastor of the 2d Congre- 
gational Church in Burlington, Vi. — 
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1826, May 24th, Installed Rev. Dan- 
ret Dana, D. D. as pastor of the 2d 
Presbyterian Church in Ne wburyport, 
Mass. Sermon by Rev, 8. P. Williams. 

1826, May 17th, Ordained Rev. Jo- 
StAH TUCKER, as pastor of the Ist Con- 
gregational Church in Madison, Me.— 
Sermon by Rey, Mr. Thurston of Win- 
throp. 

1826, May 3ist, Ordained Rev. Hry- 
Ry¥ Woop, as pastor of the Congrega- 
tional Church im Goffstown, N. H. and, 
at the same time, Rev. Jacos LitrLe 
of Boscawen, as an evangelist. 
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POETRY- 


From the Christian Mirror. 
THE GRAVE YARD. 
Stranger, tread softiy here ; 
Tombs are beneath thee, and the dead 
reposing 
Each in his narrow cell, 
Break not their slumber, nor the gloom 
surrounding 
Their peaceful last abode. 


The dead forgotten lie ; 
Dark in their dwellings, they kmow not 
the living, 
The living | know not them; 
Yet we must join them, for new tombe 
are epening, 


And we are called away) 


Friends have before us gone, 
Beloved, lamented; ah, Who has not, 
weeping, 
Sigh'd o’er some love one’s grave ? 
The frequent tear-drop afd the weeds of 
sorrow, 
Though mute, speak loud of defth. 


Here youth and begnty sleep, 
The pride of mortale- Mortals now be- 
hold them, 
Stripped of their téirsient cherms; 
The worm feeds sweetly where smiles 
once were playing, 
Where now the dark eclod rests. 


The voice of mirth is hushed ; 
The gay light spirit, thet with joy once 
bounded, 
Is fled, forev er fled, 
Nought here reposes but the mouldering 
reliés 
Of animated clay. 


Peace to the bones of men! 
Time swiftly passes ; a few yeurs revolv- 
ing, 
Eternity returns, 
Then from their siuambér Heaven the 
dead awaking, 
Death shall be known no more. R 





